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THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN RUSSIA AND ITS 
RELATIONS TO THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL 
AND TO THE RUSSIAN SOVIETS 


Part I 


[Ep1tor’s Note. The first portion of the State Department’s 
Memorandum on The Bolshevist or Communist Party in Russia 
and Its Relations to the Third or Communist International and 
to the Russian Soviets, with the appendices pertaining thereto, 

‘\ appears in this issue of International Conciliation. The remain- 
| ing portion, including appendices, will be published as Part II in* 
' the February issue. The State Department document referred 
| to in the text, Memorandum on Certain Aspects of the Bolshevist 
| Movement in Russia, was published in International Concilia- 
\Mion in March and April, 1920.] 


MARCH 20, 1920 


’Memorandum for the Under Secretary of State: 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a memorandum 
prepared in the Division of Russian Affairs on the subject 
of the so-called Bolshevist or Communist Party in Russia 
and its relations to the Russian Soviets and to the Third 

, International. The material presented is from original 
sources, including the utterances of the Bolsheviks themselves, 
extracts from their party organs, and extracts from the official 
press and wireless messages of the Soviets and the publica- 
tions of the Third International. A knowledge of the facts 
which the memorandum discloses is essential to an under- 
standing of the Russian situation, especially in its international 
bearings, and I believe that it would be in the public interest 
to publish the memorandum and distribute it as widely as 
practicable. 
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The memorandum shows that the Russian Communist 
Party is a highly centralized and disciplined party, member- 
ship in which is carefully restricted. It dominates the Soviets, 
especially the central Soviet institutions, such as the Central 
Executive Committee and the All-Russian Congress of 
Soviets. The leaders of the party occupy the highest official 
positions in Soviet institutions, both civil and military. The 
party, as such, performs administrative functions. Its press 
is closely associated with the official Soviet press. 

The Communist Party is a member of the Third or Com- 
munist International, having in fact organized it, and the 
leaders in the party are also the chief executive officers of 
this world revolutionary bureau. The leaders of the Third 
International are also officials of the Soviet institutions. The 
propaganda literature of the International is printed in the 
Soviet printing establishments and included in the official 
organs of the Soviets. 

The inter-relation of the Bolsheviks, the Russian Soviets, 
and the Third International is such, in fact, that while the 
three may be distinguished theoretically, in practice they 
represent a single movement, backed by the administrative 
machinery and the resources of Soviet Russia. This is 
important, especially from an international viewpoint, be- 
cause the aim of the Communist or Bolshevist Party is world- 
wide revolution and the purpose of the Third International 
is to propagate revolution and communism throughout the 
world. 

Therefore, while the Soviet institutions, as such, may agree 
to abstain from subversive propaganda abroad, neither the 
Russian Communist Party nor the Third International would 


be bound thereby. 
Very respectfully, 


(Signed) D. C. Poo.e, 
Chief, Division of Russian Affairs 
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I 
THE ORIGIN OF THE PARTY 


The “Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks)” is the out- 
growth of an extreme radical fraction of the “Russian Social- 
Democrat Workmen's Party” founded in 1897. The split 
took place in 1903 at a congress held abroad at which the 
radical delegates were in the majority. For this reason this 
fraction came to be known as the Bolsheviks, which meant 
simply those of the majority, that is, the majority at this 
particular congress. Until the summer of 1917 the official 
title of this fraction was “Russian Social-Democrat Work- 
men’s Party (Bolsheviks).” At that time the leaders of this 
group, now organized as a distinct party, were already dis- 
cussing the formal adoption of the name “Communist” 
(Lenin, “First Letter on Tactics,” May, 1917). They con- 
tinued, however, to use the name “Bolshevik,” by which they 
had come popularly to be known abroad as well as in Russia. 
In official documents and writings the term “Bolshevik” 
was used as late as July, 1918 (Official Stenographic Report, 
with tables, of Fifth All-Russian Congress). Since about that 
date there has been a tendency to substitute the word “Com- 
munist” in official documents and writings, though the word 
“Bolshevik” has generally been added in parentheses as indi- 
cated above. (See Call to Third or Communist International, 
“Certain Aspects of the Bolshevist Movement in Russia.”)! 


II 
THE BOLSHEVIKS IN THE SOVIETS 


During the revolution of 1905 the Bolsheviks represented ‘ 
the radical minority in the workmen’s councils of that period. 
The Russian word for council is “soviet.” They opposed | 
bitterly the more moderate fraction of the Russian Social--’ 
Democrats, the Mensheviks. 


1 International Conciliation, March, 1920. 
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The Social-Democrats as a party boycotted the elections 
to the first Duma in 1906, but individual Social-Democrats 
were elected to this first Russian parliament, particularly from 
the Caucasus. 

During 1906 the Mensheviks secured the majority in the 
party councils and Russian Social-Democrats participated 
more actively in the elections to the second Duma, securing 
a large number of seats. The explanation given for the disso- 
lution of the second Duma was its refusal to unseat 55 Social- 
Democratic members whom the government charged with 
revolutionary conspiracy. There was, nevertheless, a small 
group of Social-Democrats in both the third and fourth 
Dumas. Among these there were members who, though not 
specifically elected as such, were generally recognized as 
adherents of the Bolshevist fraction of the party. It was, 
for example, these individual Bolshevist members within the 
Social-Democratic group of the fourth Duma that came out 
in public condemnation of the war at the special session of 
the Duma called in August, 1914. 

In the Petrograd Soviet of Workmen’s and Soldiers’ Depu- 
ties, organized during the first days of the revolution of 1917, 
party alignment at the beginning was not particularly empha- 
sized. Very shortly, however, particularly after Lenin’s 
arrival, a sharp differentiation took place, and the Bolshe- 
viks, as a separate party, became the most energetic and 
compact, though minority, group in the Petrograd Soviet. 

In the first All-Russian Congress of Soviets the Bolsheviks 
had a minority and therefore a minority on the first All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee of Soviets elected 
by that Congress. During the summer of 1917 frequent 
conflict developed between the Petrograd Soviet and the All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee, for the former was 
more radical than the latter, containing a larger percentage 
of Bolsheviks. By September, 1917, the Bolsheviks had 
obtained a clear majority in the Petrograd Soviet, Trotsky 
being elected its president. 
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Against the wish of the All-Russian Central Executive 
Committee, the Petrograd Soviet sent out a call for a Second 
All-Russian Congress of Soviets, which was announced for 
November 7. It was on the eve of the opening of this Con- 
gress that the Bolsheviks executed their coup d’état. In this 
Second All-Russian Congress of Soviets, the Bolsheviks had 
a majority. In view of the refusal of the more moderate 
Socialist parties, particularly the Mensheviks, to accept the 
Bolshevist coup d'état, the Central Executive Committee 
selected by the second Congress was composed largely of 
Bolsheviks, as was the first Council of People’s Commissaries, 
although a few Left Socialist-Revolutionaries were given 
places on the Executive Committee and on the Council. 

No analysis of the Third and Fourth All-Russian Con- 
gresses of Soviets of January and March, 1918, are at hand. 
At the Fifth All-Russian Congress of Soviets of July, 1918, 
the Bolsheviks had a majority, the Left Socialist-Revolu- 
tionaries having about 30 per cent of the total membership 
and other parties being represented in very small numbers 
(Summary of Stenographic Report of Congress, Appendix 1). 
It was at this Congress that Socialist-Revolutionaries of the 
Right and Center, and the Mensheviks—all anti-Bolshevist 
but Socialist parties—were excluded from the Central 
Executive Committee and all local Soviets were urged to do 
the same (Decree, Appendix 2). 

The Sixth All-Russian Congress, held in November, 1918, 
showed an overwhelming majority for the Bolsheviks; in 
fact, one can say that they were the only party really repre- 
sented, having goo (including 71 sympathizers) out of 914 
members (Summary of Stenographic Repért, Appendix 3). 
In the Seventh Congress, held more than 13 months later, 
in December, 1919, the Bolsheviks were equally dominant, 
having 970 out of 1,002 members (Appendix 4). 

The Bolsheviks have been less completely in control of 
local Soviets. However, an analysis made by the Bolsheviks 
themselves shows the gradual elimination of all other parties, 
and particularly of so-called non-party members, the explana- 
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tion being given that the latter were formally joining the 
Communist Party. There were frequent references to “sym- 
pathizers with communists” or “candidates for communists.” 
These official Bolshevist figures also indicate that the per- 
centage of Communists or Bolsheviks increased as one went 
up the scale of Soviet institutions. There were more Bolshe- 
vists in the provincial executive committees and provincial 
congresses than in the district and cantonal executive com- 
mittees and congresses. (Appendix 5.) A detailed analysis 
of the composition of the Petrograd Soviet which was elected 
in July, 1919, and statistics on the elections of last December 
also show the elimination of other parties and even of so- 
called non-party members. (Appendix 6.) From such 
accounts as have been found in Bolshevist newspapers it 
appears that in the first stage the elections are by acclama- 
tion, at meetings held in factories, barracks, or executive 
departments and on party lists presented to the meeting. 
Delegates to higher units would seem to be elected in propor- 
tion to party strength. But even so, the party with a bare 
majority increases its majority as the elections pass through 
the various grades. The Bolsheviks admit that plenary 
sessions of Soviets have been irregular during the last year 
and therefore, the Executive Committees must have elected 
the delegates to higher units. This last fact would, of course, 
guarantee to the majority party practically complete control 
over the higher units, whose functions have increased with 
the development of extreme centralization, which the Soviet 
leaders have insisted was made necessary by the extraordinary 
conditions of foreign and civil war. 

A report on the first sitting of the recently elected All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee, as published in the 
official Izvestia, gives a list of the members, all of whom are 
prominent Communists. (Appendix 7.) In local Soviets, 
as for example that of Petrograd, on December 31, 1919, 
similarly the Communistshavecompletecontrol. (Appendix 8). 

Special attention is called to the manner in which the 
Central Executive Committee is elected by the All-Russian 
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Congress of Soviets, as shown in the summary given as 
Appendix 1. The members of the Congress meet by parties 
and draw up lists of their candidates in proportion to the 
numerical strength of the party in the Congress. Then “each 
fraction presents a list which the Congress in advance con- 
firms.” ¢Therefore, the Central Executive Committee of the 
All-Russian Congress, and also the Executive Committees of 
all Soviets, are elected on strictly party lines) An interesting 
statement bearing on the general character of the last All- 
Russian Congress (December, 1919) and emphasizing par- 
ticularly the “overwhelming predominance of Communists, 
at the Congress and in Soviets” is the signed leading article 
by the responsible editor of the Izvestia, Steklov (December 
II, 1919), entitled “After the Congress.” (Appendix 9.) 

It is not very clear on what basis delegates to All-Russian 
Congresses are selected, though it would seem that they also 
are selected on the basis of party. The list of the delegates 
elected by the Petrograd Soviet to the Seventh All-Russian 
Congress was headed by the three names “Kalinin, Lenin, 
Trotsky,” none of whom takes an active part in the work of 
the Petrograd Soviet. (Appendix 10.) Lenin also headed the 
list of delegates to the Seventh All-Russian Congress from 
the Moscow Soviet. 


III 
COMMUNIST PARTY’S ADMINISTRATIVE 
FUNCTIONS 
The Communist Party, as such, has assumed definite 
administrative functions. This took place first in connection 
with the organization of the Extraordinary Commissions to 
Combat Counter-Revolution, Sabotage and Speculation in 
the first months of 1918. At first these commissions were 
simply local party organizations, though later they became 
attached to the local Soviets and to the Central Executive 
Committee. (For discussion of this point see “Certain Aspects 
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of the Bolshevist Movement in Russia,” in which statements 
are taken from the official Weekly of the All-Russian Extraor- 
dinary Commission, of October 27, 1918.) 

In connection with the mobilization in 1918, instructions 
were sent out by the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party in which it.is stated that the— 


Provincial Committee of the Party is responsible for carrying 
out the cantonal mobilization which was set by the All-Russian 
Central Executive Committee of Soviets, and by the Soviet of 
Defense on April 25, 1919. 


In these same instructions members of the party were 
ordered to perform the definite functions of verifying, in 
collaboration with the Provincial Military Commissaries, 
the lists of former officers in civil positions. (For text of 
these instructions, see Appendix 11.) The Central Committee 
of the Russian Communist Party sent instructions not only to 
Provincial Committees of the Party but also to the above 
mentioned Provincial Military Commissaries (announcement 
appearing in the Petrograd Pravda of May 1, 1919, Appen- 
dix 12). 

In connection with the organization of a “Workmen’s- 
Peasants’ University” which was to be a kind of normal 
school attached to the official People’s Commissariat of the 
Interior, students had to be supplied not only with a certificate 
of the local Executive Committee, but also with a recommen- 
dation of a communist organization. The program of this 
university included among the subjects taught “The Russian 
Communist Party and its History.” (Appendix 13.) Also, 
in connection with the development of general educational 
work in the villages, an extract from the resolution of the 
Eighth Congress of the Russian Communist Party, held in 
March, 1919 (Appendix 14) shows that “departments of 
public education, in provinces and districts, with the assistance 
and under the control of local party organizations, organize 
colleges of propaganda * * *,” 


1 International Conciliation, March, 1920, 
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Committees of the Russian Communist Party sit in joint 
session with the All-Russian Central Executive Committee, 
as well as with other official Soviet institutions. Such an 
instance is described in the Severnaya Kommuna of March 7, 
1919 (Appendix 15), at which resolutions were passed “in 
the name of Soviet Russia.” 

In announcing the reelection of People’s Judges in Petro- 
grad, a news item in the Krasnaya Gazeta of December 20, 
1919, states that “the reelection of judges and the confirma- 
tion of the new judges will take place in the ward committees 
of the party.” (Appendix 16.) 

A commission was instituted in Petrograd to organize 
what was called the “Week for the Front.” The announce- 
ment of this commission (see Appendix 17) shows that not 
only were representatives of the Communist Party to serve 
with representatives of Soviet institutions, but the former 
were mentioned before the latter. A wireless message dated 
Moscow, December 19, 1919 (Appendix 18), represents in- 
structions to all Provincial Party Committees, sent out by 
the secretary of the Central Committee of the Party, for the 
formation of special commissions, on which the Party Com- 
mittee is given precedence over the Executive Committee or 
other official Soviet institutions. 


IV 
COMMUNISTS IN THE RED ARMY 


In the Red Army the Communist Party has played a very 
important part. Members of the party as such were mobilized 
in the early spring of 1919. (Appendices 19 and 20.) Later, 
in October, 1919, when Petrograd was threatened by the 
Yudenich offensive, local communists as such were called to 
the colors. Here, also, the order of mobilization was issued 
by the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party. 
(Appendix 21.) 

Attached to each unit of the Red Army is a so-called Politi- 
cal Section, which receives instructions from the Central 


[13] 





I2 
Committee of the Russian Communist Party. (See Appendix 
22.) Trotsky presumably had in mind these Political Séc- 
tions when in his report to the All-Russian Congress of last 
December, in speaking of Communists, he said: “The number 
of members of this party found in the army is about 10,000. 
The responsible posts of Commissaries are occupied by them 
in the overwhelming majority of instances.” (Appendix 23.) 


V 
DISCIPLINE IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


Ina report by Bukharin quoted later (Appendix 40) empha- 
sis was laid on the strict discipline enforced in the Communist 
Party. An article in the Samara Kommuna of April 11, 
1919, on “Iron Discipline” states that— 


All Communists who for any reason violate party discipline 
should immediately be turned over to a pitiless party court, 
should be boycotted, and finally as a last measure of punishment 
excluded from the party. (See Appendix 24.) 


Communist “Saturday work” was organized in the late 
summer of 1919 and the Moscow Committee of the Russian 
Communist Party issued instructions that— 

Members of the party are obliged to take part in Saturday 
work. In these instructions it is stated: “Those not taking 
part must be re-registered and membership dues are not accepted 
from them.” (See Appendix 25.) 


Members of the Communist Party are ordered to report to 
the local committee, notices of such orders constantly appear- 
ing in the official newspapers (see Appendix 26) with the 
warning that— 

Most severe measures, including exclusion from the party, 
will be taken against all comrades failing to appear within the 
time set. 


This discipline was enforced with respect both to the 
younger members and to the leaders of the party. An article 
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on “The Duty of New Members of the Party” (Krasnaya 
Gazeta, September 27, 1919) outlines duties, the fulfillment 
of which must be “the first examination. . . in order to 
receive the honorable calling of Communists.” (See Appen- 
dix 27.) The Central Committee of the Party ordered 
“responsible representatives” to various provinces to take 
charge of organization work. (See Appendix 28.) Among 
those thus ordered were such prominent leaders as Steklov, 
Krylenko, Lunacharsky, and Bukharin. 

Communists are penalized or punished more severely than 
non-communists. For example, in an Order published in the 
Petrograd Pravda of November 4, 1919, Trotsky instructs 
that— 

Communists must be at the most dangerous posts, giving an 
example of bravery and indefatigability. Communists who will 
be found guilty of saving themselves will be punished doubly. 


(Appendix 29.) 
VI 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE PARTY 


The Communist leaders have controlled most carefully the 
membership of the party. The Moscow Committee, on 
February 15, 1919, resolved to— 


Call on all party organizations to check up in the strictest 
manner all members of the party and cleanse its ranks of ele- 
ments foreign to the party, in addition to strengthening party 
discipline and strict control. . . (Appendix 30.) 


After a re-registration and weeding-out, a campaign was 
started to recruit new members for the party. “Party weeks” 
were organized and two circular letters were sent by the 
Central Committee of the Party to party organizations giving 
strict instructions with respect to the inscribing of new 
members. (Appendix 31.) 

Certain local party organizations evidently were too free 
in admitting new members. An article in the Petrograd 
Pravda of November 15, 1919, under the title “Unfortunate 


[15] 





14 


Misunderstanding” reminds comrades in Tver that the party 


week was organized— 


Not in order to bring into the ranks of the party . 
petty-bourgeois elements, but in order to open the doors wide 
to the workmen and peasants. (Appendix 32.) 


Another article in the Petrograd Pravda of December 12, 
1919, under the heading “More Care,” states that— 


The doors into the party are wide open for the workman and 
the workwoman, but there are strong gates—against every kind 
of “Soviet employee.” (Appendix 33.) 
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APPENDICES 


I 


Firta ALL-Russian CONGRESS OF SOVIETS, JULY 4—10, 1918 


{Official Stenographic Report, published by All-Russian Central 
Executive Committee] 


SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


Stenographic report of speeches, covering 201 pages. 

On election of Central Executive Committee we find the follow- 
ing on pages 197-198: 

“Now let us pass to the question of the elections of the Central 
Executive Committee. Allow me to propose the following pro- 
cedure. At the last Congress the Central Executive Committee 
was composed as follows: Lists were handed in by fractions in 
proportion to the number of members in the fraction. At the last 
Congress we had 1,198 members, and we reckoned one member of 
the Executive Committee for every six delegates. Now we have 
1,150 members, but not all of them will be able to exercise their 
rights, because of conditions, so I propose to take 1,000 as the 
basis, so that we can have a few more than 200 in the Central 
Executive Committee. 

“I propose to elect from every five delegates one member of the 
Central Executive Committee. The fractions are to present 
corresponding lists prepared on the proportional basis and 
confirmed, which then will be adopted by the Congress. The 
fraction of the Left Socialist-Revolutionaries can not, as you 
heard, propose such lists because it has not been able to discuss 
the question and to gather in a full session. Undoubtedly it will 
be able to do so in the course of the next days. Let us fix the 
proportion: From every five delegates one member of the Central 
Executive Committee. The Congress asks that the list be given 
to the praesidium, which will then call the first sitting of the 
Central Executive Committee at which will take place the elec- 
tion of the praesidium, etc. Are there any other proposals? 
There are none. Let me put it to the vote; from every five dele- 
gates one member is elected. Each fraction presents a list which 
the Congress in advance confirms. All who are for this procedure 
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raise their hands. Hands may be lowered. Adopted unani- 
mously.” (Then follow announcements from party leaders as to 
where party meetings will take place.) 

Protocols of the four sessions giving summary of most impor- 
tant resolutions. 

On page 214 it is stated that the constitution “enters into force 
from the moment of its publication, in final form, in the Izvestia 
of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee.” 

Twenty pages of telegrams of greetings. 

List of delegates with decisive voice and table analyzing, from 
which the following facts are taken: 

Total number of delegates, 1,425, of which 868 Bolsheviks, 470 
Left Socialist-Revolutionaries, 4 Socialist-Revolutionary of 
Right and Center, 37 Socialist-Revolutionaries Maximalists, 7 
Anarchists, 28 non-party, 9 Social-Democrats Internationalists, 
1 Jewish Social-Democrat Workmen Party (Poali-Zion), and 1 
Dashnaktsutium. Total number of electors given as 35,625,000. 
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DECREE EXCLUDING SOCIALIST-REVOLUTIONARIES (RIGHT AND 
CENTER) AND MENSHEVIKS 


[All-Russian Central Executive Committee, June 14 (1), 1918] 


Whereas: 

1. The Soviet authority is passing through an exceptionally 
difficult moment, resisting simultaneously the attack of inter- 
national imperialism on all fronts and of the latter’s allies within 
the Russian Republic, who do not hesitate to use any methods 
in their struggle against the Workmen's and Peasants’ Govern- 
ment, from the most shameless slander to conspiracy and armed 
uprisings; 

2. The presence in the Soviet organizations of representatives 
of parties that clearly strive to discredit and overthrow the 
authority of the Soviets is absolutely inadmissible; 

3. It is clearly revealed from documents already published and 
from documents read in the present session that representatives 
of the party of Socialist-Revolutionaries (Right and Center) and 
of the Russian Social-Democratic Workmen's Party (Menshe- 
viks), including even the most responsible, have been found 
guilty of organizing armed uprisings against workmen and peas- 
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ants in alliance with frank counter-revolutionaries—on the Don 
with Kaladin and Kornilov, on the Ural with Dutov, in Siberia 
with Semenov, Horvat, and Kolchak, and, finally, quite recently 
with the Czecho-Slovaks and the reactionaries who have joined 
the latter; 

Therefore, the All-Russian Central Executive Committee of 
Soviets resolves to exclude from its membership representatives 
of the parties of Socialist-Revolutionaries (Right and Center), 
Russian Social-Democratic Workmen's Party (Mensheviks), and 
also to propose to all Soviets of Workmen's, Soldiers’, Peasants’, 
and Cossacks’ Deputies to remove the representatives of these 
fractions from their midst. 















(Signed) PRESIDENT OF ALL-RussIAN CENTRAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Y. SVERDLOV 
Secretary—V. AVANESOV 









(Collection of Laws and Ordinances, 536.) 
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SixtH ALL-RussiIAN CONGRESS OF SOVIETS, NOVEMBER 6-9, 1918 


[Official Stenographic Report, published by All-Russian Central 
Executive Committee] 









SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 









The protocols of the three sittings give an outline of the work 
of the session. 

Then follow stenographic reports of the speeches. The speeches 
were by Sverdlov, Lenin, Avanesov, Kamenev, Zinoviev, Kursky, 
Steklov, Pozern, and practically no others. The stenographic 
report would seem to indicate that there were no debates. 

Then follow 80 pages of “telegrams of greeting” from various 
executive committees and individuals, including foreigners like 
Liebknecht. 

List of members of the Congress arranged by provinces in 
alphabetical order, indicating number of “mandates” and party 
affiliation. A “mandate” Would seem to indicate a Soviet organi- 
zation or a Soviet. The number of mandates indicated ranges 
from 23 to 1,000. 

Two tables in back of book indicate further details as to party 
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affiliation and by whom delegated. The most outstanding facts 
are the following: 

Nine hundred and fourteen delegates had a decisive voice. 
Of these 829 were Communists, 71 sympathizers with com- 
munists, 2 Revolutionary-Communists, 2 Populist-Communists, 1 
Maximalist, 6 Socialist-Revolutionaries, 3 non-party. Of these 
368 were delegated by district Soviets and organizations, and 216 
by urban, while only 26 by cantonal. It is estimated that these 
represented a population of 109,768,125, of whom 59,306,132 were 
electors. 

Three hundred and seventeen delegates have a consultative 
voice. Of these 239 are Communists, 60 sympathizers with Com- 
munists, 1 Revolutionary-Communist, 3 Populist-Communists, 3 
Socialist-Revolutionary-Internationalists, 1 Maximalist, 1 Social- 
ist-Revolutionary, 3 Anarchists, 1 Menshevik, 4 non-party, and 
1 Jewish Social-Democratic Workmen’s Party. These are stated 
as representing a population of 45,239,781, of whom 8,558,939 
are electors. 

A third table combines the other two and indicates as total 
population represented 148,662,141. (Addition of figures of the 
two tables.) 


4 
SEVENTH ALL-RussIAN CONGRESS (FouRTH Day, DECEMBER 10) 
[Economic Life, December 10, 1919] 


The last plenary sitting of the Congress begins with a report 
of the Mandate Commission. 

According to this report, accepted by the Congress, there were 
present at the Congress 1,366 delegates, of which number 1,002 
had votes, and 364 advisory voices. The Communists had 970 
votes and 308 advisory voices; non-party delegates had 35 and 
26. The remaining places were distributed in small numbers to 
various parties. 

The Congress then adopts without debate resolutions proposed 
by the committees on food supply, fuel, and Soviet construction. 

Comrade Enukidze reads the list of members of the new All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee as proposed by the fraction 
of Communists. The list is adopted by the Congress unani- 
mously. Among those elected are: Lenin, Trotsky, Kalinin, 
Rykov, Chubar, Larin, Miliutin, Nogin, Krasin, and others. 

[20] 
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Besides representatives of Communists, a few places in the All!- 
Russian Central Executive Committee were given to Revolu- 
tionary Communists and Maximalists. 
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EXTRACTS FROM ARTICLE BY M. VLADIMIRSKY 
{Izvestia of November 6, 1919] 







The material about the distribution of the members of these 
congresses according to parties has also been systematized, and 
although incomplete gives, however, a general picture of the main 
creative forces of Soviet Russia. All these congresses are divided 
up according to three periods: from October, 1917, up to July, 
1918, is the first period of Soviet construction, from July, 1918, up 
to January, 1919, second period, when the Soviet work was 
conducted exclusively by the power of the Russian Communist 
Party, and the third period from January this year, when in the 
work of Soviet construction broad non-partisan masses partici- 
mie. 6 6 

The members of the Communist Party together with the 
sympathizers form the principal group of the members of the 
congresses in all the three periods. In the first period they con- 
stituted somewhat more than a half of the members of the 
congresses. The fourth part of the members were represented by 
other political parties, principally the Left Social-Revolutionists, 
21 per cent of all the members. The number of Right Social- 
Revolutionists was insignificant, only 1.2 per cent. Still fewer 
were the representatives of the Mensheviks, 0.9 per cent. The 
rest, one-fifth, consisted of members not belonging to any party. 
In the second period the Left Social-Revolutionists after the July 
adventure amounted to almost nothing, approximately 3 per cent, 
and the Communist Party with sympathizers constituted more 
than four-fifths of all the members of the congresses, having grown 
stronger not only at the expense of other political parties, but also 
at the expense of non-party. In the village the process of class 
subdivision goes deeper and sharper. In the towns the non-party 
join the Communist Party. In the third period the influence of 
other parties grows still weaker notwithstanding the fact that 
among them appeared the Maximalists and Revolutionary Com- 
munists. On the congresses appear representatives of broad party- 
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less masses of middle peasants, especially on the district con- 
gresses. Thus the Soviet construction was carried on all the time 
undertheinfluence and leadership of the Russian Communist Party. 

In provincial executive committees the Communist Party is 
represented by an overwhelming majority, 88 per cent of the 
total, who together with the sympathizers constitute 92 per cent 
of all the members of the executive committees. In the district 
the non-party members constitute a somewhat larger number, 
being 18.6 per cent (at the last district congresses representatives 
of the middle peasantry were elected to executive committees), 
and here ‘the number of sympathizers is somewhat larger, con- 
stituting 11 per cent. However, the Communists constitute the 
principal bulk of workers, 69 per cent. The town executive 
committees take the middle place between these two groups, 
having four-fifths of Communists and sympathizers and one-fifth 
of non-party members. . . . 

Four-fifths of the members of the executive committees belong 
to the laboring masses having received scanty education in the 
schools for beginners or by educating themselves (in prisons). 
People with higher education—the intelligentsia—constitute a 
small number, 4 per cent. Members with medium or middle 
school education constitute 15 per cent. These are various kinds 
of officials, technicians, from the factories, etc. In the district 
executive committees the predominance of the people with lower 
education is expressed especially strongly, and on the contrary 
in the provincial executive committees is noticeable a participa- 
tion of people with higher education. There is no need to go here 
into details—the picture is clear. In Soviet Russia, where the 
whole belongs to the laboring people, four-fifths of the workers 
managing the state apparatus consist of workmen and peasants. 

The conclusions are clear, the developing Soviet construction 
is carried out by the laboring masses themselves, under the 
leadership of the Russian Communist Party by its most experi- 
enced and elder members, who had worked for many years in 
the “underground” revolutionary movement. 
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COMPOSITION OF PETROGRAD SOVIET 
[Petrograd Pravda, November 25, 1919. Extracts] 
(NotEe.—This is the first detailed analysis of the composition 
[22] 
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of a local Soviet that has been found. It is the analysis of the 
Petrograd Soviet which was elected in July, 1919. Attention is 
called in the first paragraph to the difficulties prevailing at that 
moment, in view of hunger, disorganization of industry, and 
military situation. It is stated, for example, “Hundreds and 
thousands of supporters of the Soviet authority had gone to ward 
off the impudent attack on Soviet Russia. Old proletarians, 
experienced in revolutionary struggle, in the Petrograd factories 
were practically non-present. In our ranks there was even doubt 
as to whether we were not making a mistake in organizing re- 
elections at such a difficult moment.”) 

The investigation of the composition of the Petrograd Soviet 
has confirmed once more clearly that the Red Petrograd prole- 
tarians in the difficult and confused moments of class struggle do 
not hesitate or weaken, but simply work harder to bring to com- 
plete victory the struggle that has been started, the victory of the 
Communist International. The Petrograd Soviet is composed of 
1,836 members; of these, 1,529 men and 307 women, In the 
election of these members took part up to 300,000 proletarians, 
organized in trade unions, voting in 1,060 election meetings. Of 
the total membership, there are 1,052 Communists (members of 
the Russian Communist Party), 49 candidates of the R. C. P., 
148 sympathizers of the R. C. P., 338 non-party, one Left Social- 
ist-Revolutionary; 248 members did not indicate membership in 
any political party. 

The majority (746) are between the ages of 21-30. Forty-five 
are between the ages of 18-20, 377 between ages 31-40, 248 
between 41-50, and 48 above 51. One thousand two hundred 
and ninety-seven members have families. 

The members of the Soviet receive payment for labor, princi- 
pally from Soviet institutions: From the party, 26; from a union, 
110; from factories, 284; from Soviet institutions, 577; from 
military institutions, 270; from Red Army, 56; from water 
transportation, 66; from railways, 85; from street railways, 16; 
from militia, 30; from hospitals, 32; from printing shops, 16; not 
indicated, 240. 

The above figures show that 266 members were reelected, while 
1,570 members were elected for the first time. 

In conclusion, we may point out that according to the material 
on hand it is established that the majority of the non-party mem- 
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bers of the Soviets have become Communists during the time of 
their membership in the Soviet. Exact figures on this point will 
be published after a more detailed study of the material. 


STATISTICS ON ELECTIONS 


[Petrograd Pravda, January 3, 1920] 


In the first City Ward the final figures have been collated for 
the recent elections to the Petrograd Soviet. In the Ward were 
held in all 132 meetings for 71,402 voters, of whom 35,588 were 
present. Two hundred and seventy-five deputies were elected 
from the Ward, of whom 242 were communists, 29 non-party, 
and 4 sympathizers. 

From Red Army detachments 63 meetings were held, with 
14,980 present. There were elected to the Soviet 124 communists, 
7 non-party, and 1 sympathizer. 

From factory organizations there were 31 meetings, for 11,722 
voters of whom 8,073 were present. They elected 43 communists 
and 1 sympathizer. 

From Soviet institutions there were 36 meetings of 29,932 
voters, of whom 10,535 were present; and there were elected 60 
communists, 22 non-party and 2 sympathizers. 

From the total number of deputies in the Petrograd Soviet 
47 women were elected, of whom 41 were communists and 6 
non-party. 
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CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ELECTION AND FIRST SITTING 
{Izvestia, December 11, 1919] 


Yesterday took place the first sitting of the All-Russian Cen- 
tral Executive Committee, which was newly elected by the 
Seventh All-Russian Congress of Soviets. The sitting was purely 
business and lasted a very short time. 

The Praesidiumof theAll-Russian Central Executive Committee 
was elected to consist of: Comrades Kalinin, Kamenev, Luto- 
vinov, Badayev, Sapronov, Enukidze, Rykov, Nevsky, Bukharin, 
Kiselev, Muranov, Rakovsky. Candidates for these were elected: 
Comrades Tomsky, Avanesov, Sosnovsky, Vladimirsky, Kutuzov. 
As president of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee 
was elected M. Kalinin, and secretaries, Enukidze and Lutovinov. 
To the Mandate Commission: Comrades Maksimovsky, Kiselev, 
Kutuzov. 
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The Council of People’s Commissary and the Soviet of Defense 
were confirmed in their present composition. 

On the report of Comrades Kamenev and Schmidt the All- 
Russian Central Executive Committee decrees to combine the 
Commissariat of Labor with the Commissariat of Social Insur- 
ance. The reason for this union is to reduce the apparatus of 
Soviet institutions working in parallel lines. Comrade Schmidt 
spoke on certain details of work which required union. The 
proposal was confirmed unanimously. Comrade Schmidt is 
confirmed as Commissary of the United Commissariat of Labor 
and Social Insurance. 

Comrade Kalinin reports that the Commander in Chief, S. S. 
Kamenev, has already received the preliminary reward, a sword 
of honor, and that now the All-Russian Central Executive Com- 
mittee decrees to reward him with the Order of the Red Flag. 

At the end of the sitting the periodic session of the All-Russian 
Central Executive Committee is fixed—the first day of the 
month every two months. The next session is set for February 
I, 1920. 

After a series of suggestions, including the preliminary send- 
ing to members of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee 
of material that is to be discussed, the sitting was declared closed. 


LIST OF MEMBERS OF THE ALL-RUSSIAN CENTRAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE ELECTED BY THE SEVENTH ALL-RUSSIAN 
CONGRESS OF SOVIETS 


1. Kalinin, M. I. 15. Aptselovich, I. M. 
2. Lenin, N. 16. Kiselev, A. S. 

3. Trotsky, L. D. 17. Podbelsky, V. N. 
4. Zinoviev, G. E. 18. Ulianova, N. K. 
5. Kamenevy, L. B. 19. Maksimov, K. G. 
6. Krestinsky, N. N. 20. Chubar 

7. Bukharin, N. I. 21. Nogin, V. P. 

8. Dzerzhinsky, F. G. 22. Krylenko, N. V. 
g. Stalin, I. I. 23. Sergeev (Artem) 
10. Rakovsky, H. G. 24. Smidovich, P. G. 
11. Radek, K. B. 25. Schlyapnikov 

12. Muranov, M. K. 26. Stasova, E. D. 
13. Serebrianov, L. P. 27. Ivanov, N. I. 

14. Tomsky, M. P. 28. Miasnikov, A. F. 
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29. Rykov, A. I. 60. Sharov 

30. Vladimirsky, M. F. 61. Steklov, Yu. M. 
31. Evdokimov, G. E. 62. Piatnitsky, N. A. 
32. Enukidze, A. S. 63. Anin, I. A. 

33. Krasin, L. 64. Eliava, Sh. Kh. 
34. Kursky, D. K. 65. Ignatov, E.'N. 
35. Petrovsky, G. I. 66. Smilga, I. P. 

36. Sosnovsky, L. S. 67. Miliutin, V. P. 
37. Sapronov, T. V. 68. Kossior, D. V. 
38. Chicherin, G. V. 69. Larin, M. A. 

39. Maksimovsky, V. N. 70. Ishchenkre 

40. Avanesov, V. A. 71. Medvedev, V. P. 
41. Nevsky, V. I. 72. Yurov, A. Ya. 
42. Melnichansky, G. N. 73. Znamensky 

43. Ryazanov, D. B. 74. Avilov-Glebov 
44. Pokrovsky, M. N. 75. Badaev, M. E. 
45. Schmidt, V. V. 76. Pestkovsky, S. S. 
46. Yaroslavsky, Em. 77. Said-Galiev Sahib Girey 
47. Lashevich, M. M. 78. Vasiliev 

48. Obolensky-Osinsky 79. Razin 

49. Stuchko, V. I. 80. Klinger 

50. Smirnov, A. B. 81. Miasnikov, G. 
51. Tsuriupa, A. V. 82. Borixov (Danilenko) 
52. Beloborodov, A. G. 83. Onkov 

53. Lutovinov, M. A. 84. Sulkovsky 

54. Kozyrev 85. Pankov 

55. Samashko, N. A. 86. Vasiliev 

56. Sereda, S. P. 87. Lunacharsky 

57. Kollontai, A. M. 88. Raskolchin 

58. Tsiterovich, G. V. 89. Muralov 

59. Kutuzov, I. I. 


And so on through 192, the names being given without initial 
and not including any well-known names. 


CANDIDATES 


. Kapsukas-Mitskovich 6. Podvoisky 
. Smirnov 7. Baranov 
3. Berzin-Vinter 8. Novgorodtseva 
. Bokin 9g. Peters 
. Manuilsky 10. Lovanov 
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11. Voskov 21. Udlonov 


12. Raskolnikov 22. Ozol 

13. Yakovleva 23. Krol 

14. Bubnov 24. Kuraev 

15. Preobrazhensky 25. Antonov 
16. Sokolnikov 26. Vronsky 
17. Fomin 27. Kingisenn 
18. Fokin 28. Litvinov 
19. Lebedev 29. Rudzutak 


20. Zholkov 
And so on to No. 66. 
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FIRST SESSION OF NEW PETROGRAD SOVIET, DECEMBER 31, I919 
[Krasnaya Gazeta, January 1, 1920] 


At 7 p. m. at the table of the Praesidium, which was decorated 
with a Red flag presented by the All-Russian Congress of Soviets 
appeared Comrades Zinoviev, Zorin and Evdokimov. The 
powerful sounds of the “International” which was rendered 
simultaneously by the orchestra of the theater, by a military 
orchestra, and by the choir of the theater filled the hall. 

“In the name of the Executive Committee of the Petrograd 
Soviet of the former session,” says Comrade Zinoviev, “I declare 
the sitting of the new Soviet, of the fifth session, opened.” 

“We can not give exact figures on the composition of new Soviet. 
But approximately it will consist of 1,885 members, of whom 
1,539 are Communists, 6 candidates for communists, 62 sympa- 
thizers with communists, 252 non-party members, 1 Revolu- 
tionary Communist, 1 Left-Internationalist, 2 Mensheviks, 2 
United Workmen Party, and 1o Socialist-Revolutionaries of the 
Minority. This is the composition of the new Soviet. 

“The present sitting must begin with the election of the Execu- 
tive Committee and of the Praesidium of the Petrograd Soviet. 
For declaration from party fractions, I give the Tribune to Com- 
rade Zorin.” 

Comrade Zorin reads the list of members of the Executive 
Committee proposed by the fraction of Communists. In this 
list are included the following: Zinoviev, Antsielovich, Moiseev, 
Evdokimov, Zorin, Sergeev, Badaev, Ivanov, Bitker, Torgulov, 
Gakharin, Ravich, Zelikson, Pervukhin, Zofkothakov, Joffe, 
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Lashevich, Sadovskaya, Itkina, Tsyperovich, Shipilo, Sharov, 
Nikolaev, Muravkin, Kuklin, Eliseev, Aminitsky, Samoilovich, 
Vasiliev, Osipov, Ilim, Vilgelmson, Teslani, Ogorodnikov, 
Vilisov, and Zanko. To the Praesidium of the Executive Com- 
mittee the fraction proposes to elect: As president of the Soviet, 
Comrade Zinoviev, as members of the Praesidium, Comrades 
Antseielovich, Moiseev, Evdokimov, Zorin, Sergeev, Badaev. 

Both lists are adopted unanimously. Then Comrade Zinoviev 
reads a telegram just received announcing the capture of Eka- 
terinoslav by the Red Army. The news is received with loud 
applause and enthusiastic shouts, “Long live the Red Army,” 
“Long live Comrade Trotsky.” 

Then Comrade Zinoviev makes his report (gives outline of 
five previous Soviets and concludes): 

“Our friends say that we are not sufficiently democratic. But 
take France where under universal suffrage with a population of 
forty million only six and one-half million take part in elections, 
while with us one-half of the population takes part in elections. 
With us it is the toiler who elects, while with them it is the 
bourgeois, the speculator and the rich, while workmen take very 
little part in their elections. 

“As we look back we shall see by the example of our Soviet 
how the influence of the communist party grows constantly with 
the victories on the battle ships and in the military divisions. 
We have attained 82 per cent. We have in the Soviet 252 non- 
party members. The greater portion of these were elected on 
lists of Communists and we welcome them. How many of the 
300 non-party members in the last Soviet came out of that Soviet 
non-party? Not more than 30.” 





9 
“AFTER THE CONGRESS” (SEVENTH CONGRESS OF SOVIETS) 
[Leading Article, by Steklov, Izvestia, December 11, 1919] 

The seventh Congress of Soviets is over, and now the delegates 
are returning to their homes to carry out its decisions. 

The last Congress differed from its predecessors in the oneness 
of its composition. 

It was almost exclusively Communist. This time even from 
the opposition we hardly heard the usual complaints of violence 
practiced at elections. Even our opponents, evidently, have 
understood that the overwhelming predominance of Communists, 
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at the Congress and in Soviets, is explained by the fact that the 
broad toiling masses have acknowledged this party as their 
own, and have intrusted to it the defense of the conquests of 
the Revolution and the building up of a new life. Corresponding 
to the composition of the Congress, the new Central Executive 
Committee also will be almost exclusively Communist. 

Among the decisions of the Congress two are of particular 
importance. One refers to the conditions for further Soviet 
constructive work, and the other to the question of peace. 

In order to be strong with respect to the outside world, the 
Soviet Republic must be well organized internally. The Congress 
took a new step in the direction of building up the Soviet author- 
ity, and of bringing the broad workmen masses to active par- 
ticipation in Soviet construction and in the management of the 
apparatus of government. Having placed the Central Executive 
Committee in more normal conditions by providing for regular 
sessions, the Congress at the same time tried to unite the local 
Soviet organs, organize and coordinate their activities and 
remove as far as possible the friction between central and local 
bodies, in order to raise the productivity of the work of the entire 
Soviet machinery as a whole. 

The second most important decision of the Congress is its 
proposal of peace to all people. We do not believe that this 
peace proposal will meet with immediate success. But it is 
addressed not so much to governments as to people, and here it 
will have an influence without question, and in the second place 
it is made under circumstances much more favorable than were 
present when previous peace proposals were made by Soviet 
Russia. The victory of the Red Army, the destruction of counter- 
revolutionary forces and the failure of the repeated attempts 
of the Entente have become clear for all. Under such circum- 
stances the new appeal for peace, coming from the highest author- 
ity of Soviet Russia, has the chance of being at least listened to, 
even if not immediately. 

And if it is not listened to, and if the enemies of the Russian 
Republic do not respond to it? The answer to this question is 
found in the appeal to the Congress made in the name of Red 
Army delegates, which was read at the last sitting. The Red 
Army considers that its task is not yet accomplished. It will be 
accomplished only when the sword shall be finally knocked from 
the criminal hands of the Russian counter-revolution, and when 
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the attacks of the world bourgeoisie on Soviet Russia shall be 
finally repelled. Only after he has completely beaten counter- 
revolution and secured an honorable peace for Soviet Russia, will 
the Red Army soldier receive, from his socialist fatherland and 
his own conscience, the permission to hang his rifle on the wall. 

The peace proposal of the Congress is greatly strengthened by 
the brilliant success of the Soviet armies on all fronts. At the 
same time it derives enormous strength from the undoubted 
strengthening of the internal front. The solidarity of the broad 
toiling masses and the closest union between the proletariat 
and the peasantry which has been tempered in the melting pot 
of sufferings and strengthened by blood shed in common on the 
fields of battle with world counter-revolution, were testified to 
by the seventh Congress with irrefutable clearness. Even the 
parties which before were in opposition (and even armed opposi- 
tion) to the Soviet authority, appeared through their delegates 
at the Congress, in order to lay incense at the feet of the struggling 
proletariat, and their recognition and promise of support in the 
struggle against the forces of bourgeois society. 

The delegates of the Congress, when they return home, and 
the comrades who sent them will set about with doubled energy 
to increase Soviet first-fruits, and to extend Soviet sowing. By 
their loyal work in the rear and at the front they will strengthen 
the foundations of Soviet Russia and soon will make the latter 
absolutely invulnerable to all its enemies—internal and external. 


Yu. STEKLOV 
10 
SITTING OF PETROGRAD SOVIET 
[Petrograd Pravda, November 23, 19109] 


Then was heard the report of comrade Evdokimov on the elec- 
tion of delegates to the coming All-Russian Congress of Soviets. 

The following comrades are elected unanimously from the 
Petrograd Soviet to the Seventh All-Russian Congress of Soviets 
in Moscow: 


1. Kalinin 6. Zorin 

2. Lenin 7. Ravich 

3. Trotsky 8. Tsiperovich 
4. Zinoviev 9. Joffe 

5. Evdokimov 10. Arsavsky 
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11. Volodin, from educational 18. 1st City Ward, Kiselev 


unions 19. 2nd City Ward, Spunbe 

12. Fushin 20. Petersburg Ward, Smirnov 
13. M. Ivanov 21. Vasily Ostrov, Yakovlev 
14. Sharov 22. Narva Peterhof, Itkina 
15. Shirokov 23. Moscow Ward, Vasiliev 
16. Langis 24. Vyborg Ward, Moiseev 

From wards: 25. Porkhov Ward, Lavrov 
17. Smolny, Vasiliev 26. Nevsky Ward, Vilgelmson 
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“To ALL PARTY ORGANIZATIONS” 
[Petrograd Pravda, May 1, 1919] 


Moscow, April 30 (Rosta). In view of the extremely critical 
situation on all the fronts, the Central Committee considers it 
necessary to turn to all local party organizations with the present 
appeal, that they conduct their work in connection with the 
services for the army with the greatest concentration. The 
Central Committee orders all party organizations (1) to speed 
up their work, temporarily concentrating three-fourths of the 
personnel on hand and sending supplementary workers where 
regiments are being formed, equipped and clothed, and so forth; 
(2) one must send off mobilized communists and workmen volun- 
teers, just as soon as their number reaches that of a regiment; 
(3) (indicated to what points regiments are to be sent, from 
various provinces, concluding with sentence “Committees of the 
Party, Provincial’ Executive Committees of Soviets, Military 
Commissaries need not wait for further orders from the General 
Staff”); (4) the provincial and district committees, as well as 
all members of the party, are responsible for the prompt sending 
off of the regiments organized; (5) the provincial committee 
of the party is responsible for carrying out the cantonal mobiliza- 
tion, which was ordered by the All-Russian Central Executive 
Committee of Soviets, and by the Soviet of Defense, on April 
25, 1919; (6) Soviet workers sent to the eastern front must 
close up and transfer their affairs as quickly as possible, so that 
only 24 hours shall elapse between the moment of appointment 
and the moment of departure; (7) all members of the party in 
provinces and districts, are ordered, together with the provincial 
military commissary, to verify, and not in bureaucratic manner 
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but actually, if any former officers have remained in any civil 
or rear military post. Where such are not absolutely needed for 
work, report should be sent to the military circuit headquar- 
ters. 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
RussIAN CoMMUNIST Party (BOLSHEVIK) 
APRIL 29, I919 
12 
FRoM CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE RussIAN COMMUNIST PARTY 
[Petrograd Pravda, May 1, 1919] 

The Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party 
announces the following: To all provincial committees of the 
Communist Party, to Provincial Military Commissaries: The 
All-Russian Central Committee of Soviets, at the session of 
April 23, unanimously adopted the decree to bring the middle 
and poor peasants into the struggle against the counter-revolu- 
tion. According to this decree, every canton must send ten to 
twenty strong, capable soldiers, who can act as nuclei for Red 
Army units in those places to which they will be sent. 

Attaching enormous importance to the rapid and successful 
carrying out of this decree, the Central Committee proposes 
immediately to instruct all district committees, and cantonal 
party groups, to render the most energetic assistance to executive 
committees (of soviets), and to district military commissaries, 
in carrying out this decree. Word must be sent by telegraph to 
the Central Committee on the receipt of the circular, and every 
three days on the steps taken by you, and on the progress of the 
mobilization in your province. 


13 
WoORKMEN’S-PEASANTS’ UNIVERSITY 
[Izvestia of Petrograd Soviet, November 15, 1919] 


WORKMEN’S-PEASANTS’ UNIVERSITY IN HONOR OF COMRADE 


ZINOVIEV 
[Normal school of People’s Commissariat of Interior] 


On November 15 begins the course of the third class of the 
university. 

This class numbers 1,000 (men and women). The students of 
the university are delegated by provincial district and cantonal 
Executive Committees. 
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Those delegated must be between the ages of 17 and 40, and (1) 
stand on the platform of the Soviet authority; (2) not sentenced 
by court for offense implying moral turpitude; (3) not under 
trial and investigation; (4) literate; (5) healthy, and (6) supplied 
with certificate of Executive Committee and recommendation of 
a communist organization. 

Those delegated come to Petrograd at their own expense. 
During the entire time of their studies they live in dormitories 
with everything supplied. The course lasts six months. At the 
end of the course the comrades return at the expense of the 
university to their homes, and are at the orders of the local 
Executive Committee. 

The university is divided into sections: (1) Soviet work, (2) 
municipal militia, (3) railway and river militia, (4) criminal 
investigation, (5) agriculture, (6) municipal sanitation, (7) party 
work, 

Studies are conducted on programs of a general cultural char- 
acter and of a socialistic character, which are obligatory for all 
students, and on special subjects, 


GENERAL CULTURAL PROGRAM 


(1) General history (history of social movements in Western 
Europe); (2) Russian literature (peasantist literature of the 
nineteenth century); (3) history of material culture (history of 
armament, etc.); (4) the Russian and religion (“Bor”); (5) 
history of Russian literature: Puskin and Tolstoy; (6) natural 
science (ways, tasks, and accomplishments of contemporary 
science with respect to nature); (7) course by episodes of chem- 
istry; (8) course by episodes of physics; (9) biology; (10) 
history, structure and life of the earth and universe. 


SOCIAL-POLITICAL PROGRAM 


(1) Russian history (the workman and peasant in Russia, 
especially in the nineteenth century); (2) political economy; 
(3) history of the workmen movement (trade-union movement in 
the West and in Russia); (4) history of revolution in Western 
Europe (especially history of the French Revolution); (5) history 
of the revolutionary movement in Russia; (6) socialism and its 
history; (7) the International and its history; (8) the Russian 
Communist Party and its history; (9) political science (consti- 
tution of the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet Republic); 
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(10) commissariats: (a) detailed study of subject of each com- 
missariat; (b) structure; (c) practical carrying out of work. 


Further, excursions will be made to the large factories, electric 
light stations, museums, theaters, etc. 

Attendance at sessions of the Soviet will be obligatory. 

Lectures will be delivered by Comrades Zinoviev, Bukharin, 
Nevsky, Miliutin, Ryazanov, Tsiperovich, Lunacharsky, Gorky, 
Desnitsky, Kudriavtsev, Ninkvich, Rozhkov, Zamyslovskaya, 
Verkhovsky, Znamensky, Petrov, Misheyev, and others. 

For information apply to “Palace of Yuritsky, telephone 48-70 ” 


14 
ON POLITICAL PROPAGANDA AND CULTURAL EDUCATIONAL WorK 
IN THE VILLAGE 
[Resolution of Eighth Congress of Russian Communist Party (March, 1919). 
Pamphlet. Extracts] 

In the plan of educational work in the village must enter in 
deep harmony with one another: (1) communist propaganda, 
(2) general education, (3) agricultural education. 

1. Political propaganda in the village must be carried on for 
both literate and illiterate. For literates first of all is the distri- 
bution of general political and special peasant popular literature 
and newspapers in a definite communistic spirit. 

Teachers must look upon themselves as agents not only of 
general but also of communist education. In this respect they 
must be subjected not only to the control of their immediate 
centers, but also of local party organizations. 

The moving picture, the theater, concerts, exhibitions, etc., in 
so far as they penetrate to the village (and every effort must be 
made to this end), must be used for communist propaganda, both 
directly, that is, through their content, and also by coordinating 
them with lectures and meetings. 

Departments of the public education, in provinces and dis- 
tricts, with the assistance and under the control of local party 
organizations, organize colleges of propaganda, composed in part 
of residents and in part of travelers who cover a more or less 
extensive district. . . General education should aim not only 
at spreading the light of various sciences to the dark village, but 
mainly at assisting the developing of self-consciousness and a clear 
philosophy of life and must be closely connected with communist 
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propaganda. There are no forms of science or art which have 
not been associated with the great ideas of communism, or with 
the various activities toward creating communist economic 
enterprises. 

Agricultural education must be conducted in such a way that 
its facts are connected up with communist conclusions, thus 
serving as a support to the general aim of the party to change 
private individual peasant economy into an organized socialistic. 


15 
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THIRD INTERNATIONAL 


[Severnaya Kommuna, March 7, 1919] 


The joint session of the All-Russian Central Executive Com- 
mittee and the Moscow Soviet of Workmen’s and Red Army 
Deputies sitting with the Moscow Committee of the All-Russian 
Communist Party, the All- Russian Soviet of Trade-Unions, and of 
the factory-mills committees of Moscow, which was held on the 
historic day of the founding of the Communist International, in 
the name of millions of workmen, peasants and soldiers, who had 
overthrown czarism and the bourgeoisie, and had taken authority 
into their own hands—greets the representatives of the Commu- 
nist Parties of: Germany, Austria, France, Switzerland, the 
United States of America, Jugo-Slavia, Norway, the Balkans, 
Finland, Poland, the Ukraine, Lithuania, Armenia, Livonia, 
White Russia, and Estland, who arrived in Moscow for the first 
congress of the new International. In their persons the joint 
session sends hearty fraternal greetings to the proletarians of the 
whole world, who are struggling against capitalistic slavery, for 
the liberation of the toilers for socialism. 

The session welcomes the Communist International as the 
leader and organizer of the fighting forces of the world proletarian 
revolution and expresses the firm conviction that under its 
leadership the dictatorship of capital will be overthrown by the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 

In the name of Soviet Russia the session expresses its sincere 
gratification that the united uprising of the Russian proletariat 
against imperialism and the bourgeoisie made it possible for the 
representatives of the international communist movement to hold 
their first congress in Moscow—this white capital of czars and 
bourgeois magnates. 

[35] 
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The session unanimously adlieres to the manifesto of the 
Communist International and together with the latter ealls upon | 
the proletarians of the world to unite in the struggle for socialism. 

Long live the Communist International. Long live the Com- 
munist revolution. 

To the powerful blast of the hymn of the toilers, “The Inter- 
national,” the session adjourned. 
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REELECTION OF PEOPLE’S JUDGES 
[Krasnaya Gazeta, December 20, 1919] 


At the end of December throughout Petrograd the reelection of 
people’s judges will take place. Not all judges will be reelected, 
but only those who for this or that reason have not been satis- 
factory in their posts. The reelection of judges and the confirma- 
tion of the new judges will take place in the ward Committees of 
the Party. 

But why are judges being changed? Of what defects are they 
accused? For the most part it is because of a certain leniency in 
the sentences and the imposition of too mild penalties. For 
example at the beginning of this week in the Moscow ward the 
people’s judge, Levin, was removed. In the Party Committee he 
was accused of being too “mild” and of having handed down 
sentences that were too condescending. Most of the people’s 
judges who are to be removed are presented with accusations 
precisely of this character. 


17 
“THe WEEK OF THE FRONT” 
[Petrograd Pravda, January 6, 1920] 


The first sitting of the Commission for the “Week of the Front” 
of Petrograd and the Petrograd Province, will take place Decem- 
ber 6 at 2 p. m., in Smolny, Room 95. 

For work in the Commission, one representative each must be 
selected by the Petrograd Committee of the Russian Communist 
Party, the Provincial Committee of the Russian Communist 
Party, the Provincial Executive Committee (of Soviets), City 
Executive Committee, Soviet of Trade Unions, Provincial Com- 
mittee on Deserters, Political Section of 7th Army, Political- 
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Educational Board of Military Circuit, Provincial Military 
Committee, Agitation Threes, Agitation Points of Railways. 

To the sitting are invited also one representative each from the 
“Kompros” the Agitation Section of the Petrograd Com- 
mittee, Workwomen’s Section attached to Petrograd Com- 
mittee, Administration of Petrograd Commune, editorial staffs of 
newspapers “Pravda,” “Krasnaya Gazeta,” and of the “Rosta.” 
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SPECIAL WEEK’s WAR PROPAGANDA IN SOVIET RUSSIA 
[Wireless message] 


Moscow, December 19, 1919 
To all Party Committees: 


The Central Committee of the Communists has decided to 
introduce a “Week of the Front” everywhere, beginning from 
January 21. In order that this project may be carried out, it is 
necessary : 

Firstly. To form a Special Provincial Commission, on which 
the Provincial Party Committee, the Provincial Executive Com- 
mittee, the Provincial Military Committee, the Trade Unions, 
the Union of Youth and the Provincial Committee for Combating 
Desertion will be represented. 

Secondly. To form a District Commission of the same repre- 
sentatives. 

Thirdly. To form Commissions in the cantons and villages 
whose numbers will be decided by the District Commissions. 

Fourthly. To appoint a Secretariat (?) formed of three mem- 
bers of the Provincial and District Commissions, including a 
member of the Party Committee and bearing full responsibility. 

Fifthly. To include in the work all the party Soviet Workers’ 
and Peasants’ establishments and organizations, departments for 
work in the villages among women, village unions of Communists, 
Students, Red soldiers and teachers, Communes, Unions and 
Cooperative Societies. 

Sixthly. In order to carry out the work for the week, party 
and Soviet workers must be appointed throughout the districts 
to assist the local workers. 

Seventhly. To request the Provincial Departments of the 
Russian Telegraph Agency and the local press to publish appeals, 
proclamations, and posters. The aim of the week is to acquaint 
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the workmen and peasants with the purpose of the war, the 
decisive character of the present moment in the fight against the 
White Guards and the Entente, the nearness of victory and peace 
and the necessity for supporting the army with all means in our 
power. The rear must support the front in the following manner: 

(1) All deserters must give themselves up or be given up by the 
population. 

(2) Equipment and arms must be given up, in accordance with 
the telegram of the Central Committee for Combating Desertion 
of December 9, No. 6883. 

(3) Presents for the army must be collected. These should take 
the form of flour, grain, potatoes, vegetables, dairy produce, meat, 
etc., tobacco of local production, books, equipment, boots, linen, 
materials, money and all other things necessary for the Red 
soldiers. 

(4) Relief for the families of Red soldiers and for sick and 
wounded Red soldiers. 

With regard to deserters, equipment and arms, it is necessary 
to gain the cooperation of the population, threatening them with 
punitive measures, as laid down by the Committee for Combating 
Desertion. With regard to the collection of presents, it is not 
necessary that any one should give much, but every laborer 
should give something. It is desirable that non-party peasant 
conferences should be introduced in order to carry out the “Week 
of the Front.” Taking into consideration local conditions, the 
Week of the Front, may be carried out earlier or slightly later 
than the given time. Further instructions will be sent to you by 
the Central Commission for the Week of the Front. Inquiries 
must be addressed to Moscow Administration of the Central Com- 
mittee for the Week of the Front. 

KRESTINSEY, 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the R. C. P. 


19 
MOBILIZATION OF COMMUNISTS 
[News Item, Izvestia, April 18, 1919] 


Trotsky’s TRAIN, April 16.—The mobilization of Communists 
and sympathizers, in conformity with the resolution of the Pro- 
vincial Committee of the Party to call to arms 50 per cent of its 
members, is going on most successfully. Several hundred com- 
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rades have come up from the districts. Syzran in five days 
created a communist regiment of 1,200 men which was called 
“The Trotsky Regiment.” The president of the Military-Revo- 
lutionary Soviet confirmed the organization of this regiment and 
the appropriation of a million rubles for its support and for the 
forming of other regiments. In Simbirsk, the town committee 
of the party has mobilized all the Communists. It is proposed to 
distribute the mobilized comrades, numbering 500, among the 
various regiments of the army. 
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Party MOBILIZATION 
[Petrograd Pravda, April 25, ror9] 


(Under this headline twenty-two short telegrams from all over 
Russia announcing the mobilization of members of the Com- 
munist Party, of which a few examples are given.) 

Ka.uGa, April 19.—In connection with the situation on the 
eastern front, the Medyn organization of Communists resolved 
to send immediately to the front to oppose Kolchak 25 per cent 
of the Communists and their sympathizers. The organization of 
Communists of Borov has started to train Communists in mili- 
tary science in order to send reinforcements to the Red Army at 
the earliest possible date. ; 

Borisov, April 23.—By a resolution of the Communist Party 
all members of the party between the ages of 18 and 25 have been 
mobilized. The mobilization in the oy was carried out in the 
course of a single night. 

Novcorop, A pril 23.—At a combination meeting of the Nov- 
gorod Provincial Committee of the Russian Communist Party 
and of the Soviet of Trade Unions of the province it was resolved 
to mobilize 9 per cent of the working hands, in order to support 
the eastern front. 

SAMARA, April 23.—The District Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party is hastily organizing the first Samara peasant volunteer 
regiment. It is composed for the most part of Communists and 
sympathizers. All the volunteers are old soldiers and therefore 
represent ready fighting material. 

Vo.ocpa, April 18.—By resolution of the Party Committee a 
portion of the Communists have been mobilized and are being 
sent to the northern and eastern fronts. 
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“LET THE ENEMIES OF THE TOILERS PERISH 
[Krasnaya Gazeta, October 7, 1919] 










TO WORKMEN, RED ARMY SOLDIERS, AND SAILORS 


Comrades: By order of the Central Committee of the Russian 
Communist Party our Petrograd organization must select a 
maximum of its forces for the Southern front. Several hundred 
responsible workers have already been sent there. We have also 
the task of sending there to the Southern front several thousand 
rank and file members of our party organization. 

To carry out this task of mobilization we have a couple of 
weeks. This means that during this period we must teach these 
comrades a smattering of military science and prepare them 
so that when they appear at the front they can become leaders 
of the Red Army, not only from the point of view of ideas, but 
also in the military, technical sense. To this end we should open 
special short-term courses and occupy ourselves in study. 

Comrades: Is there time to do all this? We say Denikin must 
be defeated and we must learn how to do this. But the com- 
munists of Petrograd must show a new method of study. While 
setting out for the southern front against Denikin we must on 
the way disperse the pitiable remains of the bands of Rodzianko 
and Yudenich. In this will consist our science. On the skins of 
these White-Guardists the Communists of Petrograd will learn 
how to defeat Denikin and will appear at the Southern front with 
diplomas of victory. 

Gdov must be taken and this must be done as quickly as 
possible. This must be done not only because we must hurry to 
the southern front, but also because the Gdov sector is the only 
place where the White-Guardists of Rodzianko still hold out and 

continue to threaten Red Petrograd. We consider that the 
Communists of Petrograd, when they go to the South, should see 
to it that no danger threatens their city. 

Gdov must be taken. On this small sector, covered by lakes 
and marshes, our brothers of the Red Army have been fighting 
now for several months and among them are many of our Petro- 
grad brothers. They must not be obliged to spend the winter 
there; they must be helped to finish this poisonous autumn fly— 
this Rodzianko, who is always buzzing around our ears and trying 
to bite Red Petrograd. 
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The Esthonian White-Guardist government, according to the 
latest news, has exiled these brave fighters from Esthonia to “the 
territory of the North Western Government.” “The territory” 
of this joke government is the marsh of Gdov. To date their 
influence does not extend further, but these rascals would be 
idiots if they did not count on the possibility of extending the 
limits of their authority right up to Petrograd. 

Comrades: We shall destroy all of their hopes and deprive them 
of all their chances. We shall drive them back into their marshy 
“territory” and send them to the White-Esthonians. 

Gdov must be taken: This must be done by the Communists of 
Petrograd. We must bring the war to a close on the Petrograd 
front and transfer all of our forces from there to the southern 


front. 
PETROGRAD COMMITTEE OF RussIAN COMMUNIST PARTY 
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CONTROL OF MEMBERS 
[Izvestia of Petrograd Soviet, December 15, 1919] 


TO ALL PROVINCIAL AND ALSO TO THE PETROGRAD AND MOSCOW 
COMMITTEES OF THE PARTY AND TO POLITICAL SECTIONS 
OF THE ARMY 
Moscow, December 14 (Rosta) 

The Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party 
announces: 

1. No member of the party can go to the Ukraine for party or 
Soviet work without the permission of the Central Committee. 

2. All who wish to go to the Ukraine can make declaration of 
this fact to the Provincial Committee, and in Petrograd and 
Moscow to the city committees, which send these declarations, 
together with their conclusions and an inquiry sheet, to the 
Central Committee of the R. C. P. 

Note.—The inquiry sheet should contain answers to the 
following questions: (1) full name, (2) work now being per- 
formed, (3) work formerly performed in Russia and the Ukraine, 
(4) when and where entered the organization of the party, (5) 
when entered the local organization and with whose permission, 
(6) profession, (7) nationality, (8) family situation, (9) state of 
health, (10) relation to fulfillment of military service. 
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3. For minors and sick, and for persons not employed and not 
previously employed in the Ukraine, provincial committees and 
the Petrograd and Moscow committees can give permission on 
own authority reporting immediately to the Central Committee. 

4. No appointment of comrades who formerly worked in the 
Ukraine by local organization or by political sections of the 
army, to be directed by the Central Committee of the R. C. P. or 
by the Communist Party of the Ukraine, are allowed except 
in the above procedure. 





KRESTINSKY, Secretary 
, 
TROTSKY REPORT TO SEVENTH CONGRESS OF SOVIETS 
[Red Baltic Fleet, December 11, 1919. Extract] 


“Our army consists of peasants and workmen. Workmen 
represent scarcely more than 15-18 per cent, but they maintain 
the same directing position as throughout Soviet Russia. This is 
a privilege secured to them because of their greater consciousness, 
compactness and revolutionary zeal. The army is the reflection of 
our whole social order. It is based on the rule of the working class, 
in which latter the party of Communists plays the leading role.” 

Comrade Trotsky points out also the significance of this party 
for the army. The number of members of this party in the army 
is about 10,000. The responsible posts of commissaries are 
occupied by them in the overwhelming majority of instances. In 
each regiment there is a Communist group. The significance of 
the Communists in the army is shown by the fact that when 
conditions become unfavorable in a given division the com- 
manding staff appeals to the Revolutionary Military Soviet 
with a request that a group of Communists be sent down. 

Comrade Trotsky points out the following very characteristic 
fact: every Communist knows that he can not be captured as a 
prisoner of war, for to be captured means to perish. Thus there is 
created a psychology which Trotsky defines as a new “Communist 
Order of Samurai,” who know how to die and are teaching this 
to others. . . 

24 
“IRON DISCIPLINE” 
[Article by Nicholas Kochkurov, Samara Kommuna, April 11, ror9] 


Our party, the party of Communists-Bolsheviks, is composed 
almost entirely of the more conscious workmen and the poorest 
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peasants. At the present moment the Communist Party is the 
sole leader of the titanic struggle of labor and capital. The Com- 
munist Party as a whole is responsible for the future of the young 
Soviet socialist republic, for the whole course of the world com- 
munist revolution. Inthe country the highest organ of authority 
to which all Soviet institutions and officials are subordinate is 
again the Communist Party. 

The capitalists of the whole world openly admit that their chief 
enemy is the constantly growing bolshevism, with the Soviet 
authority proclaimed by the Russian Communist Party. 

It is quite natural that czars, generals, reactionaries, landlords, 
and the Allies have joined to fight the Workmen Peasants’ 
Government. The Mensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries, 
the enemies of the toiling people, are zealously assisting them in 
their Cain’s work. Behind the back of the heroically struggling 
proletariat they sharpen their knives and plan to attack from the 
rear. 

But the Communist Party, the Soviet authority, rests on the 
broad masses of the urban and village poor and its strength is 
unshakable. . 

It is true that during the year and a half of work many defects 
have been noted in our party activities. For example, frequently 
one could see how responsible party workers were out of touch 
with the broader mass so that the Soviet authority was not 
sufficiently responsive to the voice of the workmen and peas- 
ants. Also there was not sufficient discipline among the party 
workers. 

The practical steps proposed a few days ago at the All-Russian 
Congress of the Communist Party give one confidence that all 
these defects will soon be corrected. 

Frequently among separate groups of the party arise serious 
disputes on the questions of the tactics and resolutions just 
adopted by a party congress. In order to avoid such differences 
of opinion at the general meetings, one must constantly explain 
what position each member of the party should take on such 
questions as “the attitude of Communists toward the middle 
peasants” or “the attitude toward the petty bourgeoisie.” 

All Communists who for any reason violate party discipline 
should immediately be turned over to a pitiless party court, 
should be boycotted, and finally as a last measure of punishment 
excluded from the party. 

[43] 
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Having now attained political control the Russian proletariat 
can secure final victory over its class enemy if all the members of 
the party will be disciplined, organized, and coordinated in one 
compact whole. 

And the world revolution, with the steel sword, will lead in the 
pages of history the glorious future of our party. 


25 
APPEAL OF COMMUNIST PARTY ON SATURDAY WORK 
[Izvestia of Petrograd Soviet, September 15, 1919] 


The Moscow Committee of the Russian Communist Party has 
issued an appeal for the wider application of communist Saturday 
work. In the instructions issued the following phrases appear: 
“Members of the party are obliged to take part in ‘Saturday 
work.’ Those not taking part must be re-registered and member- 
ship dues are not accepted from them. A special bureau of the 
Central Committee is composed of three comrades appointed by 
the Moscow Committee.” 

In another part of the appeal it reads: “Comrades, go to work 
in a friendly spirit, for a great step forward has been made; the 
beginning is always hard but any beginning must be carried out 
totheend. We live ina time when our efforts must be directed in 
such a way as to liberate production from the grasping hands of 
capitalism and private property. We have liberated labor and 
now it is necessary to make labor ‘the ruler of the world.’ This 
is the fundamental task of the great movement of the working 
class and the actual freeing of labor; the complete transition from 
the kingdom of compulsion to the kingdom of freedom and 
liberty. Comrades, communistic Friday work days and Thursday 
work days will develop through the communistic Saturday work 
days. Thus we shall pass to complete universal communistic 
labor. Long live communism! Long live free communistic labor!” 
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CotuMN “Party LIFE” 

[Izvestia, November 15, 1919] 
The following comrades, Communists, registered in the 
political section of the Revolutionary Soviet of the Republic 
must transfer all business in connection with posts occupied by 
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them and appear on November 17 before the Political Section of 
the Revolutionary Soviet of the Republic (address given), to 
Comrade Zahorab, the chief of the Instruction Department; (806) 
Baburin, Constantine Vas.; (807) Ben, Ilia Lavrent. (and so on 
through No. 861). 

To attention of Comrade Communists: 

The following comrades are called for November 17 to the 
Political Section of the Revolutionary Soviet of the Republic 
(Address), to Comrade Kameneva, for personal consultation (list 
of about 50). 

The Committee of Russian Communist Party of the “city” 
ward publishes a list of the comrades who have been appointed 
to be sent to barracks in the third contingent. The mobilized 
comrades hold the following membership tickets: 

(1) Golver, Marial Karlovich, membership ticket 3029 (list of 
names numbered up to 84). 


“FROM THE COMMITTEE OF THE RussIAN COMMUNIST PARTY” 
[Izvestia, November 1, 1919] 


The Committee of the Russian Communist Party of the Ward 
and the Staff of the Battalions for Special Service of this Ward 
proposes to all comrades whose names are given below to appear 
within two days of the publications of this list. Where persons 
for any reason are unable to appear, the factory or party groups 
should send notice within the term fixed, and are held responsible 
for the same. Against all comrades failing to appear within the 
term set the most severe measure will be taken, including exclu- 
sion from the party. (1) Antonov, N. S., membership ticket, 
1949; (2) Artema, G. G., 1831. (List of 87 names.) 
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“THE Duty oF NEw MEMBERS OF THE Party,” By V. V. 
[Krasnaya Gazeta, September 27, 1919] 


The new members of the party must not simply carry the party 
tickets in their pockets. They must set about immediately to 
fulfill their duties. But what can one demand of the workman, 
workwoman, or Red Army soldier who hds just entered the 


party? 
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Of course, one can not make them immediately agitator-ora- 
tors or organizers. But without any preparation they can fulfill 
the fundamental duties of party members. 

One can agitate not only by making speeches, but by action, 
by one’s personal example. The young party member, if he is 
a workman, must be a model in observing labor discipline; if 
he is a soldier, a model in observing the duty of a Red Army 
soldier. In his everyday work the workman must show the other 
less conscious workmen how one should fulfill the duties of an 
honest, toiling workman. 

Example is the best method of agitation. Therefore, why 
should not the young party member show this example during 
the communist Saturdays, and why should he not be the first to 
appear for work, unloading wood for example. This does not 
require preparation; all that is needed is a little common sense; 
and this work is necessary to strengthen the revolution and bring 
about the complete triumph of the proletariat. 

The figures on those taking part in the communist Saturdays 
show that approximately 7,000—-8,000 Communists turn up for 
work, while in all Petrograd recently the number of members of 
the party was reckoned around 13,000-14,000; this means that 
some 6,000-7,000 do not turn up for Saturday work. And this 
last figure falls mainly on the young members, Party discipline 
still gives them an excuse. 

But communistic consciousness should not allow them to take 
advantage of any excuses. Appealing to them we should say: 
“Young members of the party must first of all turn up for Satur- 
day work.” 

A second duty is the following. The last city conference de- 
clared: every Communist must learn military science; must 
learn to handle a rifle, a machine gun, and a trench gun and drive 
an armored motor truck—in general, learn military science. 
The Central Committee of the party declared to create from all 
healthy Communists regiments for special service, with regular 
training in military matters, and to organize women Communists 
to study sanitation. At present these regiments are being organ- 
ized in Petrograd. 

The young Communist must give the most serious attention 
to his studies in these regiments. He must know that the calling 
of Communist imposes on him a special obligation to be ready 
at any moment, on the call of his party, to come to the defense 


[ 46] 


ent 
wo 
her 


Fy 





r-Ora- 
fulfill 


‘tion, 
he is 
e; if 
irmy 
other 
f an 


why 
ring 
st to 

not 
NSE ; 
ring 


lays 
for 
s of 
that 
this 
line 


ake 
ay: 
‘ur- 


de- 
ust 
ive 
ce, 
all 
lar 
sts 


on 
ng 


ise 





45 


of the Soviet authority against the attacks of its enemies— 
whether it be an internal counter-revolutionary conspiracy or a 
danger on the external fronts. We must say then: “Young Com- 
munists, learn military science!” 

The fulfilling of these two fundamental duties must be the 
fitst examination for young members of the party, in order to 
receive the honorable calling of Communists. There is no 
question that those workmen and peasants who have recently 
entered our ranks will pass this examination with honor, and will 
work together with the old Communists tempered in battle, 
here in the rear, with one hand carrying out their daily tasks, 
while holding a rifle in the other. 
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FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF RussIAN COMMUNIST PARTY 
{Petrograd Pravda, May 6, ror9] 

For the purpose of carrying out more successfully the mobiliza- 
tion, and becoming acquainted with the party activity of pro- 
vincial organizations, the Central Committee of the Russian 
Communist Party has ordered that responsible representatives 


- be delegated for temporary work, as follows: To Viatka province, 


Steklov; to Vladimir province, Krylenko; to Voronezh, Ermeyev; 
to Gomel, Pravdin; to Ivano-Voznesensk, Ryazanov; to Kaluga, 
Yaroslavsky; to Kostroma, Lunacharsky; to Kursk, Bukharin; 
to Vitebsk, Dmitriev; to Saratov, Rykov; to Ryazan, Ovsyani- 
kov; to Yaroslav, Lyubarsky and Dobrokhotov; to Smolensk 
and Minsk, Lander; to Moscow, Maksimovsky; to Nizhny- 
Novgorod, Semashko; to Orel, Preobrazhensky; to Tambov, 
Podbelsky; to Tver, Sosnovsky; to Tula, Kanatshikov; and 
comrades from the Moscow organization: Kryukov, Merkulov, 
Emelyanov, Kolotev, Ilyushin, Osipov, Esikov, Butusov, Bodrov, 
Zdanevich, Babayev, Gorchatin, Gorpunov, Bochka, Korsinov, 
Ovsyanikov, and Piskarev. 

Each of the above-enumerated comrades will be at the head 
of a group of comrades who have attended the Soviet lectures 
organized by the All-Russian Central Executive Committee, 
or a proletarian university, and will lead this group as the 
responsible representative of the Central Committee of the 
Russian Communist Party. 
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ORDER FROM TROTSKY 


[Petrograd Pravda, November 4, 1919] 


The offensive temporarily stopped is commencing again. We 
have concentrated great masses of artillery and technical equip- 
ment. The number of our soldiers considerably exceeds that of 
the enemy. We have all means for a complete defeat of the bands 
of Yudenich. 

It is necessary that the whole apparatus of the Seventh Army 
function correctly. 


1. The commanders of military supplies of the army must 
take good care of the soldiers, and see that they are well dressed, 
shod, fed, and supplied with raw materials. _No interruption in 
feeding and supplying with ammunition is permitted. It is 
only necessary to supply and distribute. The commanders of the 
departments of supply are responsible for the punctual carrying 
out of these instructions. 


2. The commanders and commissars must lead their regiments 
decisively. Fighting orders must be fulfilled accurately. No 
changes or explanations will be permitted. Commanders and 
commissars are responsible for their regiments before the Soviet 
Republic. 


3. The infantry must strictly remember that the artillery and 
armored trains do not replace infantry but only help it. 


4. The Communists must be at the most dangerous posts, 
giving an example of bravery and indefatigability. Communists 
who will be found guilty of saving themselves will be punished 
doubly. 


5. Severe punishments for cowards and egoists. Those 
retreating in disorder are to be executed on the spot. Tribunals 
must so function that executions take place immediately after 
the passing of sentence. 


6. Commanders, Commissars, Communists! Honest soldiers 
are ordered to see that traitors should not corrupt our ranks; 
provocatory agents and those bringing about panic must be 
annihilated on the spot. Everybody at his post must work 
according to his conscience, must act to the maximum of his 
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ability, must remember that the solid front of our pressure will 
annihilate completely the northwestern army of Yudenich. 


L. Trotsky, 
The President of the Revolutionary Military 
Soviet of the Republic, 
People’s Commissar of the Army and Navy 
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RESOLUTION OF THE Moscow COMMITTEE OF THE RUSSIAN 
CoMMUNIST PARTY 


[Severnaya Kommuna, February 22, 1919] 


At the session of the Moscow Committee of the Russian Com- 
munist Party on February 15, 1919, the following resolutions 
were carried: taking into account: (1) that the uninterrupted 
growth of our party during the year of dictatorship has inevitably 
meant that there have entered its ranks elements having abso- 
lutely nothing in common with Communism, joining in order to 
use the authority of the Russian Communist Party for their own 
personal, selfish aims; (2) that these elements, taking cover 
under the flag of Communism, are by their acts discrediting in the 
eyes of the people the prestige and glorious name of our Prole- 
tarian Party; (3) that the so-called “Communists of our days” by 
their outrageous behavior are arousing discontent and bitter 
feeling in the people, thus creating a favorable soil for counter- 
revolutionary agitation—taking all this into account, the Moscow 
Committee of the Russian Communist Party declares: 


(a) That the party congress about to be held should call on 
all party organizations to check up in the strictest manner all 
members of the party and cleanse its ranks of elements foreign 
to the party; (b) that one must carry on a decisive struggle 
against those elements whose acts create a counter-revolutionary 
state of mind; (c) that one must make every effort to raise the 
moral level of members of the Russian Communist Party and 
educate them in the spirit of true proletarian communism; (d) 
that one must direct all efforts towards strengthening party 
discipline and establishing strict control by the party over all 
its members in all fields of party-soviet activity. 
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Two CIRCULAR LETTERS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
RussiAN COMMUNIST PARTY TO THE PARTY ORGANIZATIONS 
[Petrograd Pravda, October 1, 1919] 

Comrades: 

Now, that in accordance with the resolutions of the Eighth 
Congress of our party the re-registration and weeding out has 
been almost accomplished in all the party organizations, the 
Central Committee considers it appropriate to undertake a cam- 
paign to recruit new members into the party. 

At its session of September 26 the plenum of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Russian Communist Party resolved to organize in 
the near future in cities, villages, and among the troops a “party 
week.” The Central Committee does not fix the date of this 
week, leaving it to the party organizations to establish it locally, 
in accordance with local conditions, but the Central Committee 
insists that this work must be everywhere finished during the 
month of October. 

The principal condition which the Central Committee con- 
siders essential is that during the “party week” members are to 
be received only from among working men and women, Red sol- 
diers, and men and women of the peasantry. During this period 
admission to the party is closed to all others. We want to 
increase the numerical strength by an accession of working men 
and women of factories and shops, of peasants, men and women, 
from the villages. 

The Eighth Congress of the party in its resolution regarding 
organization justly pointed out that a quantitative improvement 
in the composition of the party must not be attempted at the 
expense of its qualitative strength. This decision of the party 
congress must be kept in view constantly during the campaign 
of the “party week.” 

In the course of the “party week” we must point out to all the 
new recruits to whom we appeal that we are calling them to a 
difficult, hard, but great struggle, against a long line of enemies. 
The recruits must be told that membership in the party involves 
tremendous duties, that the difficult times through which we are 
passing demand from members of the Russian Communist Party 
an iron discipline and self-sacrifice. Let only those enter our 
party who knowingly take upon themselves these difficult duties, 
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who are ready to sacrifice everything to the work of the Russian 
Communist Party. At the same time we must open the door 
wide to workingmen, Red Army soldiers, and peasants who want 
to enter our party. 

During the “party week” there must be organized everywhere 
tens and hundreds of large and small meetings; there must be 
spread tens and thousands of copies of our program. We must 
appeal first of all to those workmen who consider themselves non- 
partisans. In this work we must seek the fractions of trade 
unions and soviets, the factory and shop committees, etc. Dur- 
ing the “party week” entry into the party is not to be conditioned 
by the presentation of two written recommendations asheretofore. 

All the formal requirements for workers, Red Army soldiers, 
and peasants are during this week suspended. In the shops, in 
the barracks, after laborers’ meetings there is to be offered a 
chance to those who wish to inscribe themselves as members of 
the party. The lists thus made up are later published for the 
general information at the given factory or at the barracks, and 
afterwards the leaders are passed on by the old party nucleus of 
the given party or by the local party committee. 

In accordance with local conditions comrades may find other 
forms of attracting better elements of the workers and peasant 
masses into the party. It is only necessary to get to work, to 
get rid of red tape, to attempt to dig out new strata and put to 
the work of recruiting some new members and without exception 
all the old party members. 

Every workman who is a member of the party must attempt to 
recruit one or two new party members. Every Communist 
engaged in Soviets must find time during the “party week” to 
visit that factory or shop where he was employed before in order 
to enlist one or more new members in the party. If we make the 
proper effort, we shall thus double the strength of our party. 

During the “party week” we ought to increase the membership 
of our party to half a million, and the results of the “party week” 
must be communicated immediately in detail by all provincial 
committees to the organization bureau of the central committee. 

To work, comrades! 

All honest and thinking workmen ought to be in the ranks of 
our party. 

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE RUSSIAN 
CoMMUNIST PARTY 
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addressed to all the party organizations the following letter: 

“In the struggle against Denikin there must be utilized all the 
reserve of revolutionary energy which our party possesses. The 
whole government machinery must be put at the service of the 
sole task of defeating Denikin and destroying the man power of 
his White Guard bands. 

“In the name of this task there must be done away all the red 
tape of the administration; there must be released all Com- 
munists from those institutions where they can and ought to be 
replaced by non-partisan workers, women and invalids of the 
civil war. These Communists are to be placed at the disposition 
of the military authorities. 

“The principle of administration by ‘colleges’ must be reduced 
to a minimum. Discussions and considerations must be given 
up. The party must be as soon as possible rebuilt on military 
lines, and there must be created a military revolutionary appara- 
tus, which would work accurately and solidly. In this apparatus 
there must be clearly distributed privileges and duties. Every 
Communist must know what his function is, where he ought to be 
in the moment of danger. Strict accountability is to be main- 
tained for all inaccurate carrying out of instructions, for all 
looseness. 

“Comrades! The advance of Denikin demands that our party 
immediately manifests to the full its energy. The true repre- 
sentative of the interests of the laboring class, the representative 
of the world revolution, the Communist Party, will save the 
Soviet government and destroy the attempts of the counter- 
revolution to break it. Every Communist must be at his post 
in this decisive moment, without confusion, without panic, but 

without lightly underrating the seriousness of the position, and 
accomplish their obligations as the representatives of the prole- 
tarian revolution. 

“To work, comrades! Do not lose one moment in the matter 
of mobilization, agitation, in the matter of help to the southern 
front. In particular, there must be immediately furnished tens 
of workers to occupy the posts of regimental commissars. Com- 
rades who are fit for this work must be immediately taken 
away from their usual occupation and put at the disposal of the 
political administration of the army. There must be furnished 
for the organization of cavalry formations all Communists who 
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have served in the cavalry who are to be released and organized 
into nuclei of the Soviet Cavalry. 

“Denikin must be beaten and will be beaten by a new impetus 
of revolutionary will of the proletarian Communists.” 


32 


“UNFORTUNATE MISUNDERSTANDING” 
[Petrograd Pravda, November 15, ror9] 


A writer in the Tver Pravda (No. 121 of November 11) shares 

his impressions of the “party week”: 
. “Already three days of the ‘party week’ have passed. The 
general impression is most encouraging. We Communists feel 
that we have not become detached from the workmen and 
peasants’ masses, Wherever meetings take place the halls are 
filled. Factory districts take a sympathetic attitude toward the 
‘party week’ and listen with attention to a long list of speakers. 
For the most-part, conscious people sign up in the party, people 
of middle age, that is, not very old, up to 60 years. Several 
trade-union boards have signed up for all the members of the 
union. In general the signing up progresses successfully.” 

Thus everything goes well. 

But the following lines are very surprising: 

“But things are not as satisfactory in the city districts, that is, 
with respect to the ordinary inhabitant. The latter come to the 
meetings in order to laugh and criticize, and in general consider 
this ‘party week’ as a kind of children’s picnic. They either do 
not understand or do not wish to understand the importance of the 
present moment * * *., 

“But it is particularly discouraging to note the attitude of the 
Soviet employees, or these nestlings that are living off the Soviet 
authority—what are they doing? what do they think?” 

What does this mean? Have our comrades in Tver forgotten 
that this “party week” has been ordered not in order to bring 
into the ranks of the party “Soviet employees” and “ordinary 
inhabitants”—petty bourgeois elements, but in order to open 
the doors wide to workmen and peasants. 

It is not at all surprising that the comrades in Tver have suf- 
fered such a complete fiasco in their efforts to attract non-prole- 
tarian elements. 


{ 53 ] 








Sed CREAN TS AE RTL RATES “Eh Yaa DCAM a aa aa 





52 


33 


“MoreE CARE” 


[Petrograd Pravda, December 12, 1919] 


In No. 282 of the Petrograd Pravda there is the following 
communication: “The influx of many members to the collectives 
(Communist Party Groups) comes not only from the working 
class but also from the middle bourgeoisie, which formerly con- 
sidered Communists as its enemies. One of the new collectives 
is a collective at the estate of Kurakin (a children’s colony), 
Here entered the collective not only loyal employees but also 
representatives of the teaching staff.” 

These facts are worth reflecting on. 

There is no doubt that at the present moment, when the deci- 
sive character of our victories over Kolchak, Denikin, and Yuden- 
ich becomes clear even for the world imperialism, when our ene- 
mies on the international arena are ready to admit that their 
hopes for the downfall of Soviet authority are Utopian, large 
groups of the “middle bourgeoisie,” as our comrades expressed 
themselves and of the intelligentsia reach out toward the Com- 
munists as the ruling party. 

But we should not at all facilitate their entrance into our 
ranks. We have opened the doors wide to workmen and work- 
women, and soldiers of the Red Army, and these have rushed to 
us in a broad stream at this difficult moment, when not Hannibal 
but only Yudenich was at our door. 

But this does not mean that now when our position has become 
established, we should open the doors to those careerists of the 
petty-bourgeois groups of the population—these have already 
done us sufficient harm. To relieve the party of this ballast the 
so-called “re-registration” took place, which in Petrograd threw 
out from the ranks of the organizations one-third of the member- 
ship of the party, and in some provincial towns reduced the 
organizations by two and three times. 

There is no sense in repeating this bitter experience, and this 
inrush of the bourgeoisie, the bourgeoisie that formerly con- 
sidered the Communists as “its enemies,” is not at all to our 
interest. Of course there may be here honest Soviet officials who 
have in fact shown their loyalty to the great ideas of communism 
and such can find their place in our ranks. 


{ 54 ] 








owing 
Ctives 
king 
’ con- 
ctives 
ony). 
; also 


deci- 
iden- 

ene- 
their 
large 
ssed 
“om- 


our 
ork- 
d to 
ibal 


ome 
the 
ady 
the 
rew 
ber- 
the 


this 
‘on- 
our 
vho 
ism 


53 


But just as we must facilitate access to us for the workman, so 
we must verify more carefully every one who wishes to join our 
ranks when he comes from the non-proletarian elements of the 
population. 

The doors into the party are wide open for the workman and 
the workwoman, but there are strong gates—against every 


kind of “Soviet employee.” 
B. V. 
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